
 

  
 

The collection of DNA samples can be simplified and streamlined by the use of tissue sample 

tags as part of the national ID system.  
 

The new rate for Tissue tag samples will include the Parent Verification test, Myostatin, PA, 

Polled and sire searches as the standard rate.  Hair samples will continue to be tested at the 

rate shown. 
  

          

  

          

 

FAQs 
           

Q. Do I still need to register the calf within 27 days? 

A. Yes, the calf must be fully registered within 27 days and the tissue sample must arrive at the Charolais 

Society office within 60 days in order to qualify for the £5 DNA testing rate. 

 

 

Q. Can I provide a tissue sample from a management tag? 

A. No, the tissue sample must come from an official ID tag and be identified with an official ID tag number 

(UK or IX prefix). 

 

 

Q. Can I use the same sample as for BVD testing? 

A. No, the tissue sample must be a wet sample and intended for DNA testing use. 

 

 

Q. What do I do with the sample once I have taken it? 



A. Store samples in the fridge and send to the Charolais Society office in padded envelopes provided by the 

tag suppliers, before the time that calves are 60 days old. Samples can be grouped in a single padded 

envelope and do not need to be in individual bags. 

 

 

Q. Can I choose to continue sending hair follicle samples? 

A. Yes, although they will be charged at £32 at any age. 

 

 

Q. What happens if I choose to deregister the calf before 12 months of age? 

A. Calves being DNA tested at the £5 rate will not be eligible for a de-registration credit. 

 

 

Q. What happens to hair or tissue samples that we have already submitted to the Charolais 

office, to be held for testing at a later date (pending samples)? 

A. These will be tested at the time that they are requested at the previously advertised rate of £27. 

 

 

Q. Will all the results be published? 

A. Yes, Myostatin, PA and Polled results will be published on the animals pedigree certificate, on-line as well 

as in Society Sale catalogues. Pedigree certificates can be printed yourself at anytime from the IRLonline 

system, please contact the office for support if required. 

 

 

Q. Can I continue to request samples to be stored for testing in the future (pending)? 

A. Yes, although all samples will be charged at £32 if the animal is over 60 days old. 

 

 

Q. Do I need to test all of my animals for PA? 

A. Yes, going forward all animals DNA tested will include a Progressive Ataxia result, as with Myostatin. 

Testing gives the opportunity to know the PA status of your animals, allowing you to make informed 

breeding decisions and avoid the risk of creating affected (double carrier) animals. It is important to 

remember that there are positive attributes linked to growth and performance associated with PA carrier 

animals and therefore being able to utilise PA carriers within breeding programmes is important. PA carriers 

can be used with complete confidence over non-Charolais cows with no risk of creating affected animals.   
 

 

 

Q. Will DNA bags be sent with pedigree certificates? 

A. No, if you intend to send hair samples please request blank bags from the Charolais office and write the 

calf details clearly on each bag. 

           

 

Q.  Where do I get tissue sample tags from? 

A. The majority of manufacturers supply DNA tissue sample tags. Allflex, Caisley and Shearwell are all 

offering significant discounts to British Charolais Cattle Society members when membership number is 

quoted at the time of placing an order. Links to all can be found below. Please remember to state that you 

require wet tissue sample tags for DNA sampling. 

 

            



 

 
 

 

             

 
 


