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So I’ve  done it again, opened my big mouth and ended up 
with a job.  I asked the pedigree breed secretaries if they 
would put an article in the breed journals, requesting the 
breeders to give the scanners more notice of when they would 
like to have their cattle scanned.  It’s not possible to be in all 
the corners of the UK at one time, so plenty of notice helps to 
forward plan, as travelling a three or four hour round trip to 
one farm is both time consuming and unaffordable.

I started the job as a scanner as a non-believer, at the time I 
was chairman of the Blue society, and decided to go on the 
scanner training course to get a better understanding of the 
whole process.  The more cattle I scan, the more I see the right 
results coming through in the breeding.

I’d be the first person to say that the most important part of 
an animal is structural correctness and would not consider 
buying a poor animal with big EBVs.  But I would find my 
choices and then pick the one with 
the EBV which suited my needs.  I 
would look carefully at the makeup 
of the EBV, picking the traits that 
my herd require improvement in.  I 
would also look at the accuracy of 
the figures and the average score for 
that year compared to the animal in 
question.

There’s no doubt that EBVs are a very useful tool to selection, 
and the more recording that happens the better the accuracies 
become.

Jim Barbour.

For more information about Breedplan recording please 
contact 
PEDIGREE CATTLE SERVICES LTD
6 King’s Place, Perth, Scotland PH2 8AD
Tel: 01738 622478  Fax: 01738 636436  Email: barbara@
breedplan.co.uk

 
Jim Barbour scanning a Charolais heifer
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Disease Control  for 

• BVD, Johne’s Disease, IBR, Leptospirosis  
and Neospora

•  Remove costly disease from your stock
•  Provide health assurance for your customers
•  Safeguard the health status of your herd

At the forefront of animal health.
A leading scheme with nationwide coverage 

and competitive prices.
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@SRUCVets

Contact: SRUC Veterinary Services
Greycrook, St Boswells, Roxburghshire, TD6 0EQ
T: 01835 822456 E: pchs1@btconnect.com
www.cattlehealth.co.uk

         fb.com/SRUCVets


