


Irish Cattle Breeding Federation.

ÅEstablished in 2000 as a co -op of 30 cattle 

breeding organisations

ðFarm orgs, AI comps, milk recording co -ops, herdbooks 

(shareholders) + DAFM

ÅOperating budget

ð50% industry good (govt & tag) & 50% service income 

(industry service fees & ICBF herdplus)

ÅBased in West Cork, staff of 70 => servicing 100k 

farmers
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ÅtǊƻŦƛǘ LƴŘŜȄΣ ŜΦƎΦΣ ϵул ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜǊ ŎŀƭǾƛƴƎ

ðMulti-breed evaluations

ÅStar system; 5 star versus 1 star

ðAcross all breeds. Also within breed

ÅEntire Population evaluation



Å Collaboration with Teagasc (National research and advisory body)

Å Bioeconomic model used 

ð Based on a commercial production system

ð Reviewed on an annual basis



ÅHow profitable an animalõs progeny 

will be for 

ðliveweight 

ðcarcass traits

ðbeing finished for slaughter

ÅCalving traits & Docility  

ðUnavoidable



+ û8 Polledness

+ û25 Meat Quality



Trait Name

Ireland France America Germany South Africa Australia

Terminal 
Index

IABjbf
Terminal Sire 

Index
RZF Terminal Index

Northern 
Terminal

Carcass Weight/Beef 
Yield

y y y (hot) y y

Conformation y y y

Carcass Fat y y y

Rib Eye Area y y

Marbling y

Age at slaughter y

Weaning weight y y y

Yearling Weight y

Muscle dev y

Birthweight y y y

Calving y y

Mortality y

Gestation y

Feed Intake y y

Docility y



ÅHow suitable female progeny will be for:

ðCalving ability

ðMilk  

ðFertility

ðLow maintenance

ðProducing progeny for Beef



Generation 1: Progeny for 

sale/slaughter 

Key traits: Calving, feed 

intake & beef merit 

Generation 1: Replacement females. 

Traits: Milk, fertility, survival, cow 

maintenance costs & cull cow value 

Generation 2: 

Replacement females: 

Selected females only.  

Traits: Milk, fertility, 

survival, cow 

maintenance costs & 

cull cow value 

Generation 2: 

Progeny for slaughter: 

Males & Females 

Traits: Calving, feed 

intake & beef merit 

Terminal Index Replacement Index

50% males

50% females



Replacement Index

Cow Traits 

(71%)

Maternal Calving 

Difficulty 

(6%)

Calving Interval

(9%)

Maternal Weaning 

Weight 

(18%)

Cow Docility 

(4%)

Age @ 1
st

Calving

(6%)

Survival 

(8%)

Cow Liveweight

(14%)

Cull Cow Weight

(7%)

Calf Traits 

(29%)

Calving Difficulty 

(7%)

Mortality 

(1%)

Feed Intake 

(4%)

Carcass 

Conformation 

(3%)

Gestation 

(2%)

Docility 

(1%)

Carcass Weight

(10%)

Carcass Fat 

(1%)

+ û6 Polledness



Trait Name

Ireland France Germany South Africa Australia

Replacement 
Index

IVMAT RZL Cow Index Domestic

Birthweight y y y
Calving y y y

Maternal Calving y y y
Maternal Birthweight y

Weaning Weight y y y
Maternal WWT y y y y

Muscle dev/Eye Muscle y y
Skeletal Dev y

Calving Interval y y y y
Mortality y y
Survival y y y

Gestation
AFC y y

Cow Liveweight y y y
Cull Cow Weight y

Docility y
Feed Intake y

Carcass Weight/Beef 
Yield

y y y

Conformation y
Carcass Fat y y



�‡Within Breed stars are for ranking purebred animals from the same breed
�‡!ŎǊƻǎǎ .ǊŜŜŘ ǎǘŀǊǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΩǎ ƛƴŘŜȄ Ǌŀƴƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

breeds

For example, a bull may be 5 stars for a trait Within Breed, but 1 star Across Breeds,
ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭΩǎ ōǊŜŜŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǿŜǊ .ǊŜŜŘ !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭ .ǊŜŜŘǎ !ǾŜǊŀƎŜfor that trait. 

E.g. NEX ςNelson - (December 2017 Evaluation)


